
Resource Sharing Committee 
Agenda 

Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 1:00-2:00 pm 

The committee will meet virtually due to the coronavirus 
pandemic in accordance with SB 2135. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public will be able to chat or speak during 
the virtual Zoom meeting during the public comment. Public comments may be 

submitted via email to Carolyn.Coulter@railslibraries.info at least two hours 
before the meeting. 

Registration URL:  
https://railslibraries.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0kcuqgrjIuHtdcWkmQsIUxqR
DC_UZSUZ_W?_x_zm_rtaid=lbGlkRxBSkKRfhKKe1xk7w.1617639113946.73c2

41d5179435592d9fb747ef282380&_x_zm_rhtaid=452 

1. Call to order, welcome and introductions

2. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments

3. Review agenda for additions/changes

4. Approval, minutes from 10/28/2020 (pp. 2-4)

5. Approval, meeting dates for FY22 (p. 5)

6. Discussion, Resource Sharing summit for FY22

7. Discussion, next product suggestions for group purchase investigation

8. Discussion, possible re-alignment of services offered for Fully Participating
and Basic Online members given potential adoption of new engagement and
patron management content from Innovative (pp. 6-9)

9. Public comments

10.  Adjournment

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 28, 2021, 1:00-2:00 pm, location online via Zoom 

220 W. 23rd Avenue 
Coal Valley, IL 61240 

(309) 799-3155
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Resource Sharing Committee 
Minutes 

Wednesday, October 28, 2020, 1:00-2:00 pm 

The committee met virtually due to the coronavirus pandemic in 
accordance with SB 2135. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public will be able to chat or speak during 
the virtual Zoom meeting during the public comment. Public comments may be 

submitted via email to Carolyn.Coulter@railslibraries.info at least two hours 
before the meeting. 

Registration URL:  
https://railslibraries.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN

_ueuNbySmToGNYmJV_rPEPQ 

1. Call to order, welcome and introductions Ruhnke (Chair-PU) called the meeting to
order at 1:00 pm. The committee introduced themselves.

Present via Zoom: Carolyn Coulter (PrairieCat), Charm Ruhnke (Chair-PU),
Elizabeth Smith (PrairieCat), Chelsey DeSplinter (PrairieCat), Melissa Landis
(PrairieCat), Dana Fine (PR), Cristy Stupegia (LS), Magda Bonny (PrairieCat),
Debbie Griggs (TC), Kim Brozovich (RP), Pennie Miller (PP), John Slanicky
(PrairieCat), Patti Smith (RO)

Absent: Sandy Tedder (PrairieCat), Rici Dale (RL), Lynne Noffke (LI)

2. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments
There were no public comments or visitors.

3. Review agenda for additions/changes.
There were no revisions.

4. Approval, minutes from 7/29/2020
Fine (PR) corrected the minutes on page two, paragraph two where it says Dale
(PR) and Princeton and it should be Dale (RL) and Reddick.

Brozovich (RP) corrected section five, bottom of page one. The minutes currently
state there thirty-four, should be there were thirty-four.

Motion #1:  Stupegia (LS) moved and Griggs (TC) seconded to approve
the July 29, 2020 minutes  with corrections as presented.  There was no
discussion on the motion.  Motion carries by vocal affirmation.

Abstentions:

5. Discussion and Recommendation, creation of non-holdable item types
Ruhnke (PU) briefed the Committee on the issue with non-holdable items. Items
loaned to other libraries sometimes circulate with more liberal lending rules than
when they circulate at their home library. For example, Byron patrons can
checkout a videogame for 14 days and renewals are not allowed. However, when
that game is loaned to another library, it could circulate for 14 days with three
renewals allowed. There are three solutions proposed by Byron:
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• Create a new item type for videogames. 
• Create a new item type that would apply only to Byron’s videogames that 

points to a 14 day, 0 renewal, 0 fine, 21 day bill loan rule and enter a line 
in the Loan Rule Determiner (LRD) Table for that item type. 

• Byron can choose to not lend their videogames to other libraries. 
 
Couter (PrairieCat) read input from Dale (RL) saying she believes option three is 
the best way forward.  
 
Coulter said it is problematic when the rule follows the lending library, but it 
would be so much more problematic if it followed the owning library. It is 
unfriendly and very complex and will not be easy for patrons to understand. 
 
Miller (PP) agrees with Dale. Option three is best. The other options bring concern 
with setting a precedent of letting one library dictate how they will circulate.   
 
Smith (RO) also agrees to go with option three, stating it is the only logical 
solution for everyone and easiest to implement across the consortium.  
 
Brozovich (RP) chooses option three. 
 
Griggs (TC) stated three makes the most sense. 
 
The Committee agrees to not create an exception to current ILL hold rules. Byron 
would have two options: not lend their videogames or continue forward with the 
rules that are currently in place.   

 
6. Discussion and Recommendation to Administrative Council, reward/recognition for 

Marc catalogers adding records into PrairieCat 
Ruhnke (PU) updated the committee on the July meeting regarding recognition of 
Marc catalogers, stating it was referred back to Technical Services Committee.  
 
Bonny (PrairieCat) said her staff consulted with the Tech services committee with 
little feedback. All agreed to recommend PrairieCat pursue a letter of recognition 
for MARC Catalogers. 
 
Coulter (PrairieCat) read Dale’s comments. Coulter stated there are two ways to 
go about recognizing MARC Catalogers, either lowering the library fees or just 
some sort of public recognition with certificate and small gift. Funding is a concern 
with the budget.  
 
Ruhnke stated her concerns about recognizing the individual. How do we keep 
track of amount of work for everyone? What happens if a Cataloger leaves half 
way through the recognition period? There is also a concern with cataloging 
receiving recognition but interlibrary loan does not. Recognition for the library 
would be a better way to move forward.  
 
Stupegia (LS) agrees with Ruhnke. A reward system could be difficult to manage.  
 
Brozovich (RP) remarked that some of the Marc catalogers have been doing what 
they do for quite some time, without the expectation of compensation for their 
libraries.  I think library directors and/or boards would appreciate a note 
recognizing their staff member's contributions. 
 
Griggs (TC) agrees with the rest of the committee on recognition.  
 
The Committee agrees recognition should be made to the Marc Catalogers with a 
letter of recognition to them and their library in the newsletter, along with a small 
gift basket or gift card, flowers. The Committee agrees to make the 
recommendation to Administrative Council. 
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Coulter will come up with a summary to present to admin council. 
  

7. Public comments 
There were no public comments.  

 
8. Adjournment 

 
Next meeting: Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 1:00-2:00 pm, location online via Zoom 
 
 

220 W. 23rd Avenue 
Coal Valley, IL 61240 

(309) 799-3155 
http://support.prairiecat.info 

4

http://support.prairiecat.info/


 

 
220 W. 23rd Avenue 
Coal Valley, IL 61240 

(877) 542-7257 
http://support.prairiecat.info 

 

Date: 4/28/2021 

To: PrairieCat Resource Sharing Committee 

From: Carolyn Coulter, Director 

Re: FY22 Meeting Dates 

 
Below are the proposed meeting dates for the FY22 Resource Sharing Committee: 
 
 

Date Location Time Format 

July 28, 2021 Zoom 1:00PM-3:00pm Zoom 

Oct 27, 2021 Zoom 1:00pm-3:00pm Zoom 

Jan 26, 2022 Zoom 1:00pm-3:00pm Zoom 

Apr 27, 2022 Zoom / Kishwaukee College, Malta, 
IL (TBD) 

1:00pm-3:00pm In person/Zoom 
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IGA Exhibit B 
PrairieCat Functionality by Membership Level 

 
 Union List Basic 

Online 
Fully 

Participating 
ENCORE – the public online catalog for 
PrairieCat 

X X X 

AIR PAC/MOBILE ENCORE – the mobile 
version of the public online catalog that can 
be used on smart phones and other devices 

X X X 

CATALOGING – access to the cataloging 
module to add, edit and withdraw library 
holdings 

X X X 

CHECKOUT/IN/RENEWAL – access to basic 
circulation functions to circulate materials; 
Union List libraries use this functionality only 
for resource sharing, not daily circulation 

X X X 

CIRCULATION NOTICES – centrally generated 
overdue and hold notices 

X X X 

STAFF INITIATED HOLDS – the ability for staff 
to place holds on behalf of patrons in Sierra; 
for Union List libraries this is for their ILL 
barcode patron only 

X X X 

CENTRAL SITE GENERATED REPORTS AND 
STATISTICS – standard reports and 
circulation statistics generated centrally either 
daily, monthly or annually 

X X X 

KIDS CATALOG – the graphic-based kid’s 
version of the public online catalog 

X X X 

CIRCA INVENTORY CONTROL – the module 
that allows members to inventory their 
collection using a wireless hand-held device, 
update status in real-time, and produce 
reports of missing items 

X X X 

PATRON REGISTRATION – the ability to add 
individual patron records to the database and 
fully track and manage circulation activity and 
library usage, generate individual notices, 
reports by patron characteristics 

 X X 

PATRON INITIATED HOLDS – the ability for 
patrons to place their own holds via Encore 
(the OPAC) 

 X X 

PATRON ACCOUNT– the ability for patrons to 
login to their account in the OPAC and view 
checkouts, renew materials, manage holds, 
update their contact information, store their 
reading history 

 X X 

PATRON EMPOWERMENT – the ability for 
patrons to add reviews and ratings, create 
lists, participate in community discussion 

 X X 

WEBPACPRO – the ability for staff to use the 
classic version of the catalog, particularly for 
browse and call number searching 

 X X 
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 Union List Basic 
Online 

Fully 
Participating 

FINES/BILLS/MANUAL CHARGES – access to 
accounting functionality which tracks fines, 
bills for unreturned materials and allows staff 
to add manual charges to an individual 
patron’s account; bill notices are generated 
centrally 

 X X 

OFFLINE CIRCULATION – access to the 
product that can be used as a backup when 
online circulation is not available; transactions 
can then be transferred to the system once 
online access is restored 

 X X 

PATRON API – software that allows for patron 
authentication for third party products such 
as ebooks, pc reservation systems, etc. 

 X X 

E-COMMERCE (OTHER VENDORS) – the ability 
to interface with other E-Commerce vendors 
from the patron’s record (e.g., PayPal) for 
online payment of bills 

 X X 

TEXT MESSAGING – the ability to send text 
reminders to individual patrons when a hold is 
available or an item is overdue 

 X X 

TELEPHONE NOTICES FOR HOLDS/OVERDUES 
– a server that calls patrons when they have 
holds available for pickup or items overdue 

 X X 

PHONE RENEWAL – a server that allows 
patrons to call in and renew materials 

 X X 

TEST SYSTEM – PrairieCat’s locally hosted 
test system that is used for training, barcode 
testing and testing implementation of new 
services and settings 

 X X 

DECISIONS CENTER – web-based reporting 
with tools to analyze circulation and collection 
costs and trends without requiring complex 
Boolean queries. The seamless integration of 
circulation, patron, acquisitions, e-resource, 
and other data ensures complete and 
accurate reporting of all aspects of the 
library's operation. The web-based report 
interface provides a variety of pre-configured 
circulation, collection, and holdings reports 
with tools for exporting to a spreadsheet for 
further manipulation and analysis. Fully 
participating libraries are provided individual 
logins to allow usage of individual report 
templates. 

 X X 
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 Union List Basic 
Online 

Fully 
Participating 

HOMEBOUND – the module that allows a 
library to manage circulation to patrons that 
are unable to visit the library, managing their 
reading lists, longer checkouts, etc. 

  X 

MATERIALS BOOKING – the module that 
allows special materials to be booked or 
circulated differently – typically used for 
equipment, but could be used for meeting 
rooms or other items that need to be 
reserved to be used at a specific time 

  X 

COLLECTION AGENCY – the module that 
allows libraries that are customers of Unique 
Management Services to interface fully with 
their system for sending patrons to collection; 
notices and status are fully automated in 
Sierra 

  X 

RESERVE BOOK ROOM – the module usually 
used by academic members to manage items 
placed on reserve and circulated for shorter 
loan periods; could be used by other libraries 
for equipment, etc 

  X 

ILL MODULE – the module that allows staff to 
manage outside PrairieCat ILL requests; this 
module allows ILLs to be checked out in 
Sierra, with Sierra-generated overdue 
notices, patrons able to see their ILLs in My 
Account, etc 

  X 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION – the module that 
allows libraries to enter library programs in 
Sierra and manage registration lists, 
resources; patrons can register online via My 
Account 

  X 

ACQUISITIONS – the module that allows 
libraries to manage their acquisitions via 
Sierra including full fund accounting if 
interested; Quick Click acquisitions allows for 
easy transfer or orders from vendor systems 
into Sierra 

  X 

SERIALS CONTROL – the module used to 
manage magazine subscriptions and display 
in Encore 

  X 

CREATE LISTS – the ability to create lists and 
output information via Sierra of any record 
type – bibliographic, item, orders, patrons, 
etc. 

  X 
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Union List Basic 
Online 

Fully 
Participating 

SIERRA STATISTICS – the module that allows 
staff to query the database for a real time 
report on a user-specified set of records; the 
values are simply totals without reference to 
dates. There is no ability to limit counts like 
Total Checkout or YTDCIRC by date in reports 

X 

WEB MANAGEMENT REPORTS – a web-based 
product that provides a selection of 
transaction-based reports, meaning that the 
system is reporting from stored information 
gathered as a result of circulation 
transactions; can specify a time period; can 
display information as a pie chart, bar graph, 
table, or all three at once 

X 
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