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PrairieCat Administrative Council 

Emergency meeting Agenda 

May 1, 2020 
 

The Council met on Friday, May 1, 2020, 11 am – 12 pm 

Via Zoom. Please visit L2 to register or click on the link below: 
https://railslibraries.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvdeGvqD0vE9A7YwIYohgvj9mCxeJHnnFC  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public will be able to chat or speak during the virtual 
Zoom meeting during the public comment. Public comments may be submitted via email 

to Carolyn.coulter@railslibraries.info at least two hours before the meeting.  
Public can also dial in at: US: +1 312 626 6799 Meeting ID: 942 2876 6594 

 
I. Call to order, Welcome and Introductions 

Present via Zoom: Carolyn Coulter (PrairieCat), Emily Faulkner (DK), Laura Long 
(EM), Jeff Munson (Chair-FG), Lauren Offerman (TC), Jacqueline Peterson (RY), 
Emily Porter (BY), Elizabeth Smith (PrairieCat), Laura Watson (HC), Julie 
Wayland (PR) 
 
Absent: Michele Arms (CH), Penny Bryant (PT), Patti Smith (RO) 
 
Munson (Chair-FG) called the meeting to order at 11:05 am. 
 
The Council met virtually due to the coronavirus pandemic in accordance with 
Executive Order 2020-07, signed on March 16, 2020, which suspends two 
provisions of the Open Meetings Act: (1) the requirement in Section 2.01 that 
members of a public body be physically present, and (2) the limitations in 
Section 7 on remote participation. 

 
II. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments 

There were no visitors or public comments. Visitors included Jeffrey Sullivan 
(PrairieCat), William Elliott (NSPLD), Yong Cho (LaGrange PL) 
 

III. Review Agenda for Additions/Changes 
There were no revisions.  
 

IV. Administrative Issues 

a. Discussion, COVID-related issues, reopening issues, etc 

Coulter (PrairieCat) explained with the extended, modified Stay-at-Home 
order, some libraries are considering curbside service and limited services 
during the Stay-at-Home. Coulter spoke with PrairieCat’s lawyer, Dennis 
Walsh from Klein, Thorpe, and Jenkins, Ltd. Walsh (KTJ) said the liability 

was very slim if patrons or staff got ill just because of using the system 
through the libraries. PrairieCat’s insurance company also said there was 
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little liability, if that situation happened then the claim could be filed 
under the general liability policy. Walsh (KTJ) drafted a statement for the 

Council to review.  

 

Wayland (PR) said the statement made PrairieCat’s stance on the issue 
clear to the membership. Walsh (KTJ) said he was not sure how this 
statement would hold up in court if it ever came to it, but it does make 

clear PrairieCat’s position. Porter (BY) said she does not think it will come 
to a legal matter, but she thinks the statement shows libraries that 
service is available, but does not encourage libraries to use the system. 

Watson (HC) agreed.   

 

Coulter (PrairieCat) shared she was invited to join the IMLS advisory 
board as a representative for rural libraries.  

 

Faulkner (DK) asked about a library limiting services to their local patrons 
only. Coulter (PrairieCat) said as it stands that would be against 
reciprocal borrower rules. Coulter said it would have to be done on a local 

level, it would not be a systemwide change. Faulkner said she 
recommends that we make that clear to the members that if they open 

up for curbside then it can be any patron that may pickup items at their 
location. Faulkner said she thinks it is an important part of the decision-
making process for libraries considering reopening. Libraries may want to 

coordinate with their neighboring libraries on when they reopen, as well.   

 

Porter (BY) added Rockford PL is starting curbside service on Monday.  

 

Porter (BY) asked what libraries are going to do about newspapers and 
magazines. Porter said that as she thinks about reopening there are many 
small issues to figure out. It would be helpful to discuss and brainstorm 
some of these issues with other members. Porter said she is planning to 

close the stacks to the public.  

 

b. ACTION: Adoption of statement of service availability during Stay-at-
Home order 

 
MOTION #1 
Porter (BY) moved and Wayland (PR) seconded to approve the adoption 

of statement of service availability during Stay-at-Home order as 
presented. There was no discussion on the motion. Motion carried by 
roll call.  
 

Ayes: 7 
Nayes: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
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Discussion:  

 
V. Review of Meeting – what worked and what didn’t 

The meeting went well.  
 

VI. Public Comments 
There were no public comments.  
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

VIII. Next Meeting – Friday, May 8, 2020, via Zoom 
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