
 

220 W. 23rd Avenue 

Coal Valley, IL  61240 

(877) 542-7257 

http://support.prairiecat.info 

 

PrairieCat User Experience Committee 

Minutes 

June 20, 2019 
 

The committee met on Thursday, June 20, 2019 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM) online via 

GoToTraining:  

Register online: https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/2264728262783426818 
 

I. Welcome and introductions, public comment 

Present via GoTo: Geoff Graham (FP), Victoria Schoess (RP), Carolyn Coulter 

(PrairieCat), Tricia Dean (WL), Jason Jensen (PrairieCat) , Amanda Augsburger 

(PrairieCat), Liz Smith (PrairieCat) 

 

Not present: Katy Wiegert (PT), Lisa Powell Williams (MX), Stefanie Sullivan (RL), 

Julie Wayland (PR), Ashley Middleton (NL), Emily Schaub (PU) 

 

Guests: Matt Miller (UE), Marilyn Calbow (UE), Aaron Wheeler (MR) 

 

There was no public comment.  

 

II. Review of minutes, 3/7/2019 

The review of the minutes was tabled until the next meeting due to quorum. 

 

III. Review of RFP submissions for mobile app, discussion of scoring and next steps  
The RFP for the mobile app was due on June 10. Coulter (PrairieCat) reported she 

received proposals from CapiraTech and Solus. A subgroup of the UX Committee 
scored the RPPs. 

 
Schoess (RP) shared that she liked the Solus app because it was more user-friendly. 

However, Solus does not have any Sierra libraries live on the mobile app. She shared 

Capira does have several features that our membership would like, and they have 
Sierra libraries that are using the app.  

 
Coulter (PrairieCat) said Solus does not have any Sierra clients that are currently 

live, which is concerning. There is an Irish library system that is a Solus client, but 
they have not gone live on the Solus app. Coulter said some of the features would be 

great, but many of them are still in development. Capira has several Sierra consortia 
as clients including Minuteman.  

 

Jensen (PrairieCat) added if Solus was fully functional it would be the better product, 
but as is, he thinks Capira is the better choice since we know it works with Sierra 

consortia.  
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Dean (WL) shared Solus looked like it had more functionality, and she love the kids 

'Planet Library.' 
 

Coulter (PrairieCat) said Capira priced the product as requested in the RFP so it is 
broken down with ranges based on the number of participating members. Solus gave 

PrairieCat one cost for the entire membership; PrairieCat would then have to divide 
the cost among the participating libraries. The initial survey showed about thirty-five 

interested members. Solus also charges an additional $350 for branding.  

 
Graham (FP) said he was unsure about doing a demo for both if the group felt 

confident with Capria. Carolyn (PrairieCat) said she is hesitant on Solus because they 
do not have functional Sierra libraries, but she thinks it is worthwhile to demo both 

products. 
 

Coulter (PrairieCat) said it would be helpful to have a demo script so the vendors 
show what we want to see and the committee can better score the products. Coulter 

said a decision needs to be made by September or October to be recommended to 

Administrative Council then presented to Delegates Assembly in October for a final 
decision. Coulter will try to schedule the demos for the first or second week of 

August. 
 

Jensen (PrairieCat) suggested making the decision by the September Administrative 
Council meeting so the chosen vendor can do a demo at PUG Day.  

 
Next Steps: 

Coulter will work on the demo script and send to the committee for review. She will 

also schedule the demos for the week of August.  
 

Other: 
Miller (UE) said Putnam County’s board wanted to ask if Prairiecat would be 

interested in producing a how to video for the OPAC for patron use. Amanda 
(PrairieCat) said she will start working on that. There is also an updated Encore 

brochure that she will share.   

  
IV. Next meeting: TBD via GoToMeeting 

 

V. Adjournment 

 


