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136 MEMBER
LIBRARIES

By Membership Level
81 Fully Participating
23 Basic Online
32 Union Listing

By Library Type
104 Public libraries
30 School libraries

2 academic libraries

End users have access to 1.2 million unique titles and 5 million
items through the shared catalog.

377,000 cardholders in the PrairieCat system

Approximately 57,000 monthly interlibrary loan transactions



Delegates Assembly Meetings | FY27

“Wednesdaytuly 29,2026 Multiple Sites
Wednesday, January 27, 2027 | Multiple Sites

Wednesday, April 28, 2027 | Senica's Oak Ridge Golf Club (Luncheon)

FY27 multiple sites include: Freeport Public Library, New Lenox Public Library District, Princeton
Public Library, RAILS Coal Valley Videoconference Room, North Suburban Public Library District

Meetings scheduled from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Meetings listed on PrairieCat website



https://support.prairiecat.info/events?field_event_type_value_fsf=All&field_when_value=&field_title_short_value_fsf=Delegates+Assembly

Delegates Assembly Attendance

Attendance at Delegates Assembly is required of all Fully Participating and Basic Online
PrairieCat members and the four Union Listing representatives, per the PrairieCat
Intergovernmental Agreement. PrairieCat is subject to the Open Meetings Act, and, to ensure
quorum, Non-Attendance Fines were put in the Bylaws.

PrairieCat Bylaws, Article V - Non-Attendance Fines

If a member library or Union List Delegate is not represented by their Delegate or Alternate at
two scheduled Delegates Assembly meetings, a fine in the amount of $150 will be assessed to

that member library. The maximum annual fine for non-attendance for each member library will
be S150.


https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-governance-documents-prairiecat-bylaws-3
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-governance-documents-prairiecat-bylaws-3
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-governance-documents-prairiecat-bylaws-3
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-governance-documents-prairiecat-bylaws-3
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-governance-documents-prairiecat-bylaws-3
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-governance-documents-prairiecat-bylaws-3

Review Delegates Alternates List

[ Designated alternate can attend and vote for library

(J Update alternates as needed by contacting Chelsey Knippel chelsey.knippel@prairiecat.org

) Delegates alternates list posted on support site on Governance page



mailto:chelsey.knippel@prairiecat.org
https://support.prairiecat.info/governance

Member Events | Upcoming

Technical Services Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 5, 2026 | Online via Zoom

PrairieCat Vega Web Builder and Program Vendor Demo
Wednesday, Nov 04, 2026 | Online via Teams

PrairieCat New Directors Welcome

Tuesday, December 8, 2026 | Online via Zoom

PrairieCat Libraries Mobile - Quarterly Check-In and Q&A

Wednesday, January 13, 2027 | Online via Zoom



https://support.prairiecat.info/events/prairiecat-technical-services-committee-meeting-2026-11-05
https://librarylearning.org/event/2026-11-04/prairiecat-vega-web-builder-and-program-vendor-demo
https://support.prairiecat.info/events/prairiecat-new-directors-welcome-2026-12-08
https://support.prairiecat.info/events/prairiecat-libraries-mobile-quarterly-check-and-qa-2027-01-13

Member Events | Vega Discover

PrairieCat Vega Discover Customization Intensive

dThursday, January 14, 2027
dThursday, January 21, 2027
dThursday, January 28, 2027
dThursday, February 4, 2027

January / February Round: This four-week intensive will focus on optimizing your library’s Vega Discover
online catalog for your patrons. Through 4 one-hour zoom sessions with PrairieCat User Experience
Specialist, Shelby O’Hara and other participants, participants will learn how to customize their online
catalog with showcases, homepage builder, and more. Each intensive will be limited to six participants to
provide adequate feedback and hands-on assistance. Participants will be working on individual testing
sites during the program.

Contact PrairieCat to sign up!



PUG Day 2027

PrairieCat Users Group Day (PUG Day) is an
Thursday, August 26, el annual event dedicated to professional

]
1027 Ll e development, networking, and continuing
education for member library staff. We hope to

>
PRAIRIECAT see you there for the in-person event in 2027.
USEQS NIU Rockford
GROVP DloEsaem Date: Thursday, August 26, 2027
Where: NIU Rockford Conference
Center | Rockford, IL




@ PrairieCat
Governance Structure

Delegates Assembly Finance

voting membership body AC Committes

Administrative Council Circulation Committee
11 member elected board Elected by DA

. . Technical Services
Advisory Standing Groups Commithee
Membership Open Elected by DA
Engagemeant User Experience MARC
Lommittes Committee Catalogers

.

Committee
Restructuring




Annual Report

PRAIRIECAT ANNUAL REPORT FY26, WEB VIEW



https://canva.link/prcat-fy26-annual-report

Annual Report

Design
- Created in Canva using a template

- Use organization branding guidelines for a cohesive look
(colors, fonts, logos, icons etc.)

- Look at other organizations for inspiration (RAILS, Moline PL,
Bourbonnais Public Library)

- Consider format of report and accessibility (print, digital)

Content
- Content organized around strategic plan directions and goals

- Tip: Keep a running list of projects and milestones throughout
the year (refer to monthly and quarterly reports)

- Consider report audience


https://www.canva.com/
https://railslibraries.org/news/126831
https://www.molinelibrary.com/DocumentCenter/View/3594/2025-MPL-Annual-Report
https://bourbonnaislibrary.org/our-story/
https://railslibraries.org/digital-accessibility
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Training

Learning opportunities equip members to provide

excellent service to end users. /

63 340 65 2,468 462
live tre self-paced
RS sndes o v e

TalentLMS: Self-paced courses avaiable 24/7 through PraiiaCats online training patform.
PrairieCat krsinings offered anline induds searching, holds, circuation, cataloging, online catalog
and mobile 2pp customizations.

ine new course, Vega Reports, was added to the series of Vega Discover
have completed courses allowing for customizations of their Vega sites.

Vega Mobile: With the launch of the ner Vega Mobiie aps, PrairieCat provided 7 ive trainings with
138 sttendees and recorded training videos for members and end users.

any staff that adds new th
databiase are item entry cartified to help maintain the accuracy of the database.
37 lisrary staff complatad Ttem Entry Carbfication through TalentlM,

Creste Lists Training: 21 ibrary staff complated this reports brsining through TalsntLMS,

IPLAR QRA: PraineCat oifered 3 IPLAR QB4 sessions that 25 members attended.

1(877) 5427257 | support. prsiecatiofo




Canwva

PN
& Invite people

Design School

Your Learning

@ Achievements

Discover

€f Latest Launches

& DesignSchool > Courses

Canva’s always getting better so some screens, buttons, or Al features might look a little
different while we refresh this course. You'll still be able to follow along, complete the
lessons, and earn your certificate.

Lesson1
~

Welcome to Canva essentials Certified Legend a

New to Canva? In this 60-minute course, learn to navigate the platform and get to know its features and tools.

Earn a certificate

Welcome to Canva essentials >

Video
3’3 288,802 learners °

Learning
Opportunities

Canva Design School

Free Courses

60-minute Essentials and other Certified courses



https://www.canva.com/design-school?types=COURSE&hasCertification=true

« @ RAILS Academy

Q Search for tutoria

MARKETING
THE APP

> The Palace Project

CANVA PRO

1:02 hr 43 min
+RAILS Webinar: Marketing the
Palace Project App to Your Users
(December 2025)

+RAILS Webinar: Getting the Most
Out of Canva Pro (February 2026)

‘ DIGITAL ADVOCACY

54 min 1:01hr

Digital Advocacy and Marketing
Tactics for Any Library

Community Relations and
Networking (Pioneer Library
System)

NEXT YEAR OF
LIBRARY MARKETING

@R AILS

1:04 hr
+RAILS Webinar: The Next Year of
Library Marketing: Trends You Can
Actually Use (September 2026)

How to Create an
E-Newsletter

(N

1:03 hr
How to Create an E-Newsletter

£ Notice Board

Community Mapping
for Public Libraries
iy A 9
| dm ‘A A
b @ ‘N

1:08 hr

Community Mapping for Public
Libraries

Library Partnerships

58 min
Library Partnerships 101

Learning
Opportunities

RAILS Academy

Canva Pro
Telling Your Library’s Story

Library Demographics

PUG Day 2026 Session: The Advocacy Goldmine:

Stories Hiding in Your Library Every Day



https://my.nicheacademy.com/rails
https://prairiecat-org.zoom.us/rec/share/7iS4N5p1hIJAu0TP7LxVpIHcDr5jM_O1M2A7C_uSI_nhSjmOxrewz02lW5UZddKh.eX0hfXp0mJPC-hnU
https://prairiecat-org.zoom.us/rec/share/7iS4N5p1hIJAu0TP7LxVpIHcDr5jM_O1M2A7C_uSI_nhSjmOxrewz02lW5UZddKh.eX0hfXp0mJPC-hnU

Any gquestions

CONTACT ELIZABETH.SMITH@PRAIRIECAT.ORG
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