
Member Update
May 2025



Welcome
❑ Name

❑ Library

❑ What are you reading / 
listening / watching right 
now?



Agenda
❑Introductions and Welcome 

❑Membership Update

❑PrairieCat System and Services 

❑IMLS

❑Member Events

❑Mobile App

❑Vega 

❑Questions and Comments

❑Member Sharing  



Membership Update | Upgrading

• Mills & Petrie Memorial Library and Gymnasium | Lee County
• Upgrading from Union List to Basic Online

• Project Schedule: Go Live on May 19

• Population Served: approximately 967

• Registered Cardholders: approximately 465

• Annual Circulation: approximately 4,800 items

• Items: approximately 17,000

• Sierra Code: MI

• RAILS Delivery Code:  MPMY-12



Circulation Features Available
Repeated Bills Feature:

Can send 2 additional bills, each 30 days apart, after replacement bill sent

Text is the same as the current replacement bill

3-Day Hold Pickup Feature:

Intended for special items only that are high turnover, such as hotspots

Allows for items to remain on the holdshelf for only 3 business days, in contrast to the standard 
6 business days

To enable either feature for your library, submit a help desk ticket



Systems Update
❑ Assisting with implementation of the new mobile app

❑ Research for the PrairieCat staff laptop upgrades next year

❑ Moving PrairieCat to being fully hosted



Net Support 
Notify
Verify that NSN is installed on all 
workstations at your library. 

The installation instructions and 
download for NSN are available 
under Software Downloads.

If you have questions about the 
instructions or installation, please 
submit a Help Desk ticket 
specifying Net Support Notify as 
the Topic.



Cataloging Services 

Cataloging Support for Libraries Services Provided by:

PrairieCat

Cataloging Maintenance Center (CMC)

World Language Cataloging Services (RAILS)



PrairieCat Cataloging Services
Included for PrairieCat members:   

Importing from WorldCat OCLC bibliographic records for material not 
found in the PrairieCat database. 

▪Notepad file to ocmlist

▪1 file per day per library

▪Max 25 files per file



PrairieCat Cataloging Services
Included for PrairieCat members:   

Enhancements or updates to lower-level cataloged title records. 

▪Request though Enhance/Upgrade Cataloging Request form



PrairieCat Cataloging Services
Included for PrairieCat members:   

Original & copy cataloging. 

▪Request though Original Cataloging Request Form 



PrairieCat Cataloging Services
Included for PrairieCat members:   

Record maintenance, correction & cleanup. 

▪Duplicate records: Submit a Duplicate Record Merge Request form

▪Typos, incorrect material types, and similar issues: Submit a Record Correction 
form

▪General cataloging questions or concerns: Submit a Help Desk ticket



Cataloging Maintenance Center (CMC)
Statewide cataloging (free to Illinois libraries):   

▪Operated by the Illinois Heartland Library System & supported by the Illinois 
State Library. 



Cataloging Maintenance Center (CMC)
Statewide cataloging (free to Illinois libraries):   

▪Operated by the Illinois Heartland Library System

▪Will catalog for free: 
• Genealogy about a person or a family

• Local history

• Memoirs about Illinois or written by an Illinois author

• Topics associated with neighboring states, such as Iowa for the Quad city libraries

• Special collections, such as (but not limited to): community cookbooks, Illinois government documents, 
fictional or nonfictional works by a local author.



World Language Cataloging Service (RAILS) 
(Reaching Across Illinois Library System)

Statewide cataloging support program for Illinois library system 
members. 

▪Operated by the Reaching Across Illinois Library System



World Language Cataloging Service (RAILS) 
(Reaching Across Illinois Library System)

Statewide cataloging support program for Illinois library system 
members. 

▪Operated by the Reaching Across Illinois Library System

▪Supplemental cataloging for original cataloging or world language cataloging for 
eligible languages and formats. 



Contact information

• https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/
policies-procedures-documentation-technical-
services

• https://support.prairiecat.info/forms

• https://support.prairiecat.info/help

https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-technical-services
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-technical-services
https://support.prairiecat.info/documentation/policies-procedures-documentation-technical-services
https://support.prairiecat.info/forms
https://support.prairiecat.info/help


IMLS Changes 
and Impacts 

Visit the RAILS Pulse Page on 
IMLS Advocacy for details and 
the most recent updates. 

https://railslibraries.org/imls-advocacy
https://railslibraries.org/imls-advocacy
https://railslibraries.org/imls-advocacy


Summary of IMLS Changes and Impacts 
Excerpt from April 11, 2025 Joint Statement on Changes at the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services from Illinois library agencies: 

How does all of this affect Illinois? In Illinois, federal funding to libraries is distributed by the 
Illinois State Library through the IMLS Grants to States program, with funding totaling $5.7 
million in FY 2024—the sixth-highest amount in the country. This funding supports resources, 
grants, public library programming, professional development, and operations for various types 
of libraries, with a focus on underserved areas.

Monies are also allocated to the Illinois Heartland Library System (IHLS) and the Reaching Across 
Illinois Library System (RAILS) under the System Area & Per Capita Grant Program. This includes 
funding that facilitates the delivery of books and library materials across Illinois through 
interlibrary loan services.

See detailed allocation of funding here. 

https://www.ila.org/news/5858/message-about-imls-funding-cuts-from-secretary-of-state-state-librarian-alexi-gi
https://www.ila.org/news/5858/message-about-imls-funding-cuts-from-secretary-of-state-state-librarian-alexi-gi
https://www.imls.gov/find-funding/funding-opportunities/grants-to-states-overview
https://railslibraries.org/news/120259


Summary of IMLS Changes and Impacts 
May 6, 2025 Excerpt from RAILS News Post

Illinois State Library (ISL) has directed the regional library systems (including RAILS) to submit 
plans at level funding for the upcoming fiscal year (FY 2026). This means ISL is planning for a FY 
2026 financial year that looks a lot like FY 2025. 

Congress will need to reauthorize the Museum and Library Services Act for the next federal 
financial year that funds the IMLS programs, inclusive of the Grants to States program. This 
means that continuing funding of the IMLS will require further congressional actions. 

https://railslibraries.org/news/120550


Summary of IMLS Changes and Impacts 
How is PrairieCat funded? 

Member Fees:  PrairieCat is funded primarily through membership fees, which covers 
approximately 70-75% of costs. The Delegates Assembly annually reviews and votes on the 
PrairieCat budget and members fees. 

RAILS Grant:  PrairieCat also applies for an annual grant from RAILS to provide services and 
support to member libraries. The RAILS grant typically covers 25-30% of costs, with the 
remaining costs covered by membership fees. 

How is RAILS funded?

Most of RAILS funding is provided from the Illinois State Library and the Illinois Secretary of 
State. However, the Illinois State Library receives roughly 10% of their total budget from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).

https://support.prairiecat.info/about
https://railslibraries.org/news/119824


Summary of IMLS Changes and Impacts 
PrairieCat does not anticipate any direct or immediate funding impact from the changes at IMLS. 
However, we encourage libraries to continue to advocate for this important institution. 

RAILS IMLS Advocacy Page | RAILS

More Than a Building Campaign | ILA

Show Up for Our Libraries Campaign | ALA

https://railslibraries.org/imls-advocacy
https://www.ila.org/advocacy/more-than-a-building
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/show-up-for-our-libraries


Member Events   |   Upcoming

New Director Welcome
Wednesday, June 25, 2025 

10:00 – 11:00 am | Online via Zoom

All Upcoming Meetings
Posted on PrairieCat website
Open to all

https://support.prairiecat.info/events/prairiecat-new-directors-welcome-2025-06-25


Training | IPLAR Q&A
Got IPLAR questions? We can help! Drop in for an open Q&A. PrairieCat staff will be available 
during the sessions to assist with answering your questions about compiling your Sierra-specific 
statistics for the IPLAR. The sessions are via Zoom and the events are posted in L2 and on 
the PrairieCat website.

Please register in advance for your preferred Zoom session.

Monday, June 9, 2025  10:00-11:00 AM

Monday, July 14, 2025  10:00-11:00 AM

Monday, August 11, 2025  10:00-11:00 AM

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__support.prairiecat.info_events-3Ffield-5Fevent-5Ftype-5Fvalue-5Ffsf-3DAll-26field-5Fwhen-5Fvalue-3D-26field-5Ftitle-5Fshort-5Fvalue-5Ffsf-3DIPLAR-2BQ-2526amp-253BA&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=jq-_dUIkQjPUXfYUothRo2qjnIFI-c2qtDuUCtzOn6k&m=Al4WazgCmg8eL8pPBmiwOxcr5YgZoky2S3tQbucEZeTTWBwF-UXTEJRYeQWp5km3&s=IZplSVtRxpMYGeVtGhdAUTc8PD10sCUVYGWt4iYTDr0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__prairiecat-2Dorg.zoom.us_meeting_register_wzhGBG-5FoTgCihHjjhCM8pA-23_registration&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=jq-_dUIkQjPUXfYUothRo2qjnIFI-c2qtDuUCtzOn6k&m=Al4WazgCmg8eL8pPBmiwOxcr5YgZoky2S3tQbucEZeTTWBwF-UXTEJRYeQWp5km3&s=Qf5dKFYWTjqiNeH7nMEaVxq3LUOgW8WWupcR6qqpg9k&e=


Member Events  |  PUG Day 2025

Now Accepting Program Proposals | Submit 
30 and 60 minute sessions available

Registration and program announced in June

Friday, September 26, 2025
Bend XPO | East Moline, IL

https://forms.gle/j4Mik9TYWHocJoHS6


Sneak Peek |  PUG Day 2025
Innovation or Illusion: Navigating AI as a Library 
Professional
Atticus Garrison |  Black Hawk College

NAMI: Mental Health in the Workplace
Stephanie Phares| NAMI Greater Mississippi Valley

Reader’s Advisory for Children and Teens
Julie Jurgens | Lake Bluff Public Library

Collection Development for Children and Teens
Julie Jurgens | Lake Bluff Public Library



PrairieCat 
eNewsletter
Sign up for the monthly 
eNewsletter

From the website – News > 
PrairieCat eNewsletter

eNewsletter Archive – View recent 
issues 

https://support.prairiecat.info/prairiecat-enewsletter


Member 
Forums Now 
Available
❑Peer-to-peer discussions

❑Library related topics

❑Log in to view and post

❑Can subscribe to topics

❑ Please share with staff

support.prairiecat.info/members/forums

https://support.prairiecat.info/members/forums


Innovative Mobile App
❑ Delegates Assembly voted to approve the Innovative Mobile contract. Libraries will pay 
separately for the app. The cost is dependent on the number who sign up.

❑ Interested libraries may opt in to the app. Notify PrairieCat by June 1.

❑ PrairieCat staff will work with Innovative on implementation, and staff will prepare training 
and marketing materials for libraries. 

❑ Timeline TBD. Estimate Go Live in Fall 2025. 



Mobile App



Mobile App



Idea Exchange | Innovative 
Enhancement Process
Visit ideas.iii.com 

Browse ideas

Create an account to vote and comment

FAQ about Idea Exchange

Customers using any Innovative product are 
welcome to participate in Idea Exchange and are 
not required to be IUG members.

https://ideas.iii.com/
https://www.innovativeusers.org/idea_exchange_-_faq.php
https://ideas.iii.com/


IUG | Member Enhancement Process
•IUG member libraries vote to prioritize enhancements. 

•Innovative commits to delivering the enhancement within a 
specified time and assigned to a release. 

•Innovative will continue to use other market signals and 
information from additional sources to determine all the 
features to add to their products.

•PrairieCat has a IUG membership, but only gets one vote. 
Individual member libraries may elect to purchase their own IUG 
membership. (price ranges from $110-150). 

• IUG Members, please vote in upcoming round of MEEP voting!

•More information

https://www.innovativeusers.org/member_exclusive_enhancement_p.php


Idea Exchange | Please Vote
Editing eMaterial Vendor Information

Improve Locations Facet in Themed Kids Catalog

Include wildcard search option or browse option for call number searching

Include workflow for Patron Registration in Discover

Childrens materials only display in topics for childrens titles

All metadata and content displayed for a work should use the same instance ISBN

Topics (subject headings) should link to a list that can be refined

Ability to remove a title from My Reading History

Allow SMS notification signup from Vega

Print Saved Lists

https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766-vega-discover/suggestions/49691909-editing-ematerial-vendor-information
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766-vega-discover/suggestions/49093076-improve-locations-facet-in-themed-kids-catalog
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/48653132
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/46807723
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/49461764
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/47223617
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/47380757
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/46584634
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/48749036
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766/suggestions/47041423


Kids Catalog | Project Update

Outstanding Issue | Please Vote in Idea Exchange | Improve Locations Facet in Themed Kids Catalog

https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766-vega-discover/suggestions/49093076-improve-locations-facet-in-themed-kids-catalog


Vega Discover | What’s New
❑ Staff User Roles / Permissions and Homepage Builder Access

❑ Social Media Sharing

❑ Search within a Showcase

❑ Locations Facets Improvements

❑ Vega Guide – Take a Tour



Vega Discover | What’s Coming
Innovative Roadmap

❑ Account Portal with My Bookshelf 
Replacement

❑ Single Staff Interface: Vega LXAdmin and 
Vega Discover settings can be managed in a 
single combined staff interface.

❑ Notes are indexed for search: The text of 
notes fields in MARC/BibFrame records is 
indexed for search and phrase searching in 
the everything search index. 

View Planned Enhancements on IdeaExchange

❑ View MARC: Staff will have the ability to 
view MARC from Discover

https://portal.productboard.com/iii/15-vega-product-portal/tabs/64-discover
https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766-vega-discover?status_id=5376034


Vega Discover
Hoopla Integration Update

Need enhancements for it to work for consortia

Allow the API to auto-load/update the subset of records that Hoopla can provide, rather than 
the entire collection of 1.5M items

https://ideas.iii.com/forums/951766-vega-discover/suggestions/48499388-further-integrate-hoopla-for-consortium-sites


Training | Vega Discover Courses

Available Now on TalentLMS

▪ Vega Discover Basics
▪ Vega Discover Showcases
▪ Vega Discover Site Admin
▪ User Roles and Homepage Builder



Vega Discover User Roles





LX Starter Features
Re-designed ILS Notices – professional, modern email templates that libraries can customize

Free Image Library – access to over 4 million images

Cover Images from Syndetics

Automated Bounceback Handling and Workflows 

Patron Journeys for Email – Welcome, Renewal Reminder, Anniversary – automatically 
scheduled to send in response to specific patron information

Engagement Metrics – email opens, clicks

No Additional Cost - Included with Vega Discover Product



LX Starter Courtesy Notice Example



LX Starter | What’s Next
PrairieCat began working with small group of libraries. After feedback and further review, 
decided to pause the project. 

Outstanding issue that has been reported to Innovative project managers: Staff not being able to 
access the email suppression list once patron emails bounce. Since notices are generated from 
the item owning libraries, many of our member libraries could be impacted by this issue, even 
though they are not participating in the test.

This issue is listed on the product roadmap for Later development. 

LX Starter Roadmap

https://portal.productboard.com/iii/15-vega-product-portal/tabs/68-lx-starter


Any questions



Member Sharing
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